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WHY SIZE
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WHEN IT COMES TO PONTOONS,
S I Z E R E A L LY D O E S M A T T E R
I T I S A UN I V E R S A L FA C T O R W H E N
D E T E R M I N I N G W H AT A D O C K C A N B E A N D D O .

SF Marina is a world-renowned expert in the development of new or
existing premium marinas. We provide state-of-the-art floating breakwaters and concrete pontoons to anyone, anywhere, who is planning to
build a marina. And who wants it to still be there after the storm.
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BUILDING
BLOCKS

As our product range has evolved, it now has many applications. Together
with our clients, we have the luxury of choosing the right pontoon, in the right
materials, for the right job. By developing the heavy-duty end of our portfolio to
always be a step stronger, we’ve also become experts in ﬂoating breakwaters,
able to incorporate the strongest of building blocks when designing and
engineering a marina that will withstand the test of time. Marinetek.net
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FROM THE EDITOR

The
bigger
picture
Marinas always benefit from on-site or nearby vessel maintenance facilities. In
some cases, it’s a make or break when customers are deciding where to moor
up their boat long term and it’s a factor visitors often take into consideration,
especially if they are heading far out from their home port. But while small
boat yards are fairly plentiful, specialist yards capable of repairing large luxury
yachts are at more of a premium.
When seeking to attract maxi yachts and beyond, marina developers and
operators are well aware of the ‘wish list’: adequate power and water; specialist
concierge services; high speed fuel delivery; dedicated crew facilities etc. But
maintaining, and even establishing, superyacht destinations is as much about
marinas being able to moor up giant boats than about yards offering the skill set
to help owners and captains keep their precious hardware shipshape. It’s about
creating a bigger picture, and repair and refit yards are vital.
Nowhere is this concept more alive than in Australia, where Queensland yards
have consistently made a bid to attract large vessels and thus helped to create new
superyacht cruising grounds. It’s been about building a hub, adding an all-essential
practical element to destination appeal, ensuring machinery and buildings are
leading edge, and customer service and professional skills are gold standard. And
the investment continues.
In this issue, we highlight various new yard investments aimed at meeting the
service needs of ever larger leisure vessels. In Queensland, the investment will
see yet further expansion of the iconic repair hubs at Gold Coast City Marina &
Shipyard (GCCM) and Rivergate Marina & Shipyard. Rivergate is progressing with
an extensive new $200 million maintenance and refit hub, and GCCM investing in an
off-site on-water superyacht refit facility for yachts up to 120m (390ft) in length.
In the USA, meanwhile, Derecktor Shipyards is further boosting its eastern
seaboard portfolio with Derecktor Ft Pierce, a 12.5 acre (5ha) facility now at phase
one construction. Establishing the yard will open up a new market for the USA,
attracting megayachts to a region ripe with skilled trades people but unable, until
now, to offer work on very large yachts. The result will have positive economic impact
on the Treasure Coast, boosting nautical tourism and marine facilities.
A similar economic boost is expected with the development of the former Bijela
Shipyard in Boka Bay, Montenegro as Adriatic Marinas Group works with Drydocks
World with a view to creating one of the leading superyacht repair and refit yards in
the Mediterranean.
Major nautical projects require not only investment, but shrewd evaluation of
market needs. New superyacht yard developments, like these, in strategically
different parts of the world, ring in a confident start to a new year.

Printed in the UK by Stephens & George

© 2021 Loud & Clear Publishing Ltd

Carol Fulford
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Custom engineered mooring
technology that lasts

6HFXULQJDOOȵRDWLQJ
applications like marinas,
wave-attenuators, buoys,
DQGȵRDWLQJVRODUSDUNV

We understand the water. We have the products and the knowhow to move away from old fashioned methods like piles, chain,
or cables. /HWXVVKRZ\RXZKDWD6HDȵH[PRRULQJVROXWLRQ
ZRXOGORRNOLNHIRU\RXUȵRDWLQJDSSOLFDWLRQ
Contact our team at LQIR#VHDȵH[QHW

ΖQWHJUDWHGURSHWR
accomodate for the depth.

SEAFLEX SWE +46 90 16 06 50
SEAFLEX US +1 (310) 548-9100

&XVWRPL]HGWRWKHH[DFWVWUHQJWK
DQGOHQJWKQHHGHGWRKDQGOHWKHVLWH
VSHFLȴFZDWHUOHYHOYDULDWLRQDQGIRUFHV

Sustainable materials that ensure
PD[LPXPORQJHYLW\

7KHUHLQIRUFHGHODVWRPHUHORQJDWHV
XSWRWZLFHLWVOHQJWKDQGUHWUDFWV
back to provide constant stability.

Small footprint - always
VWD\VRWKHVHQVLWLYHVHDEHG

$KLJKO\WHFKQRORJLFDOSURGXFW
from a company that cares.

ZZZVHDȵH[QHW

INNOVATIVE.
DURABLE.
INNOVATIVE.
DURABLE.

WORLD NEWS

LOW-MAINTENANCE.
LOW-MAINTENANCE.

Successful connections
ONLINE: Over 4,700 leisure marine industry professionals from 23 countries
signed up for the first virtual Metstrade Connect on 12th December 2020.
During the day, 12 knowledge
sessions were organised with a total
of 55 speakers. Together with visitors
and sponsors – who shared their
products and innovations - they made
a total of over 1,500 connections. Each
session attracted an average of 85
attendees with the top five countries
for participation being the Netherlands,
Italy, UK, USA and Germany.

Niels Klarenbeek, director maritime
Metstrade, commented: “I am delighted
that, despite the current circumstances,
we found a way to virtually connect
the leisure marine industry by offering
knowledge sessions in combination
with an intelligent network platform. We
strongly believe in the power of meeting
in person and we look forward to
organising a physical show this year.”

Contractors
appointed for Ocean
Reef breakwater

AUSTRALIA: The McGowan Government has appointed two Western Australian
companies, WA Limestone and Italia Stone Group, to build the breakwaters for
the redeveloped Ocean Reef Marina in Joondalup.
The AU$60 million breakwaters, each
of 2km (1.2mi), will be the longest in the
state and completion is timed for mid2022. The existing harbour will remain
operational during all site work.
Landscape designs for the project,
revealed in November 2020, include
a youth plaza, ocean-themed
playground, native plants, undulating
platforms to represent the story of
the Waugal (the Rainbow Serpent),
a waterfront promenade, food and

beverage opportunities and large shade
structures.
Residents and visitors will continue
to enjoy the natural environment
with a coastal path included in the
ultimate marina design to maintain a
connection with the existing dunes and
bushland.
Around 8,600 jobs will be created
during the estimated 10-15 year
construction period and more than 900
ongoing jobs once complete.

Second phase
completes at Delma

UAE: Abu Dhabi Ports has completed the second phase of development at the
port of Delma in the Al Dhafra region, Abu Dhabi.
Phase one of the new port was
inaugurated in 2017 as a modern
replacement of the old port. It features
a 103m (338ft) long quay for a ferry
terminal that meets the commercial
and community requirements of Delma
Island, a marina with 160 wet berths
and 104 dry berths for fishing and
recreational craft, a repair yard, an
administration building, a fish market

and a marine fuelling station, making it
one of the largest multi-purpose ports
in Al Dhafra.
The second phase of the development
saw the creation of a new breakwater to
shelter the northern half of the harbour
which, as part of the project, has been
dredged to 6m (20ft). A 315m (1,030ft)
quay wall, with mooring for 60 vessels,
has also been built.
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EXPERT DOCK BUILDER
AND MARINE CONTRACTOR

bellingham-marine.com
800-733-5679

CLEAN
WASTEWATER
DISPOSAL
PierPump – Trouble-free disposal of waste and bilge water
from boats and yachts.
When installing a wastewater management system harbor
operators have to make several decisions depending on the location,
number of berths and size to find the optimal system.
The Vogelsang PierPump is a customer-oriented high-performance
solution, which is easy to operate and allows bilge water or black
water to be pumped directly into the sewage system. The integrated
rotary lobe pump means that the PierPump is resistant to foreign
matter, so that the vacuum extraction process does not come to stop
if the wastewater contains foreign matter. Wastewater tanks are
vacuum extracted in a very short time, and the voyage can continue.

VOGELSANG � LEADING IN TECHNOLOGY
vogelsang.info

201300 Anzeige PierPump Marina World A4 EN RZ.indd 1
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WORLD NEWS

AMI Expo
goes virtual
ONLINE: The Association of Marina Industries (AMI) has moved the AMI
Conference & Expo (formerly IMBC), which was scheduled to be held in
February 2021 in Florida, to a full virtual event. The decision was made in early
December 2020 to protect the safety of all conference participants.
AMI is committed to providing its
usual high quality, and has partnered
with SpotMe to deliver a fully integrated
conference experience, providing
one place for all aspects of the event.
Attendees will have access to all preconference workshops, educational
training, a virtual exhibit hall and
interactive demos, and will be able to
participate in conference social events.
The regular conference schedule has
changed to recognise different time
zones and has been extended. Preconference workshops begin in late
January with sessions running through
to 17th February.
“We are excited to explore the
possibilities that a virtual platform has
to offer and hope that this will provide
an opportunity for many who have been
unable to experience the Conference &

Expo in the past because of scheduling
conflicts or time and money restraints
an opportunity to do so,” says AMI
chairman Chris Petty. “We have
appreciated everyone’s patience as we
have been navigating this process and
trying to make the best decisions for
our members and vendors. Now that we
have made the decision to move to a
virtual event, we hope to see everyone
there.”
The cost to access the full virtual
event is $175 for AMI members and
$225 for non-members. Daily passes
are also available. Access to the virtual
exhibit hall only is free but requires
registration. There is an additional
charge for pre-conference workshops.
Full information and registration:
https://marinaassociation.org/
conferenceandexpo

Council seeks to
fast-track community
project

SUCCESSFUL
WATERFRONT
DEVELOPMENT
STARTS WITH

AUSTRALIA: The Regional Council in Moreton Bay, southeast Queensland has
called on State Government to support a plan for the development of North
Harbour Precinct at Burpengary East. Councillors want a Priority Development
Area (PDA) to be declared so as to fast-track the project.
The development will boost jobs in
the construction sector, help meet an
ongoing need for more housing and,
in the longer term, diversify industry
and tourism. The creation of new
specialised marine business services
for the region, such as boatbuilding,
maintenance and repairs is part of the
plan.
“Approving a PDA would support
the construction and development
sector by stimulating new marine
tourism, retail, commercial and
residential development as well as

LASTING
INFRASTRUCTURE.

significant community infrastructure,”
said Councillor Mark Booth. “I’m also
incredibly buoyed by the developer’s
proposal for 319ha [788.3 acres] of
open space along a 12km [7.5mi]
stretch of the Caboolture River, which
has been in private ownership for over
160 years.”

EXPERT DOCK BUILDER
AND MARINE CONTRACTOR

North Harbour would include a
new 400-berth mixed use marina,
600 apartments and 600 detached
homes as part of the marina village,
and another 800 dwellings on a canal
estate.
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City of Cannes tender

City of Cannes (France)

Notice of a public competitive tender
Public works and service concessions
Corrigendum
Notice for changes or additional information
Services
Legal Basis:
Directive 2014/23/EU

to modernise and operate the Vieux-Port of Cannes,
including financing and carrying out works to extend,
renovate, modernise and upgrade the maritime and
inland structures of the port, and to finance, design,
construct and operate a car park in the current location of
the Laubeuf car park.

Section I: Contracting authority/entity
I.1)

Name and addresses
Official name: Ville de Cannes
National registration number: 21060029200010
Postal address: Hôtel de Ville de Cannes, place Bernard
Cornut Gentille, CS 30140
Town: Cannes
NUTS code: FRL03 Alpes-Maritimes
Postal code: 06406
Country: France
Contact person: Monsieur le maire ou l’adjointe déléguée
E-mail: adriano.tassone@ville-cannes.fr
Telephone: +33 497064555
Internet address(es):
Main address: http://www.cannes.com
Address of the buyer profile: http://www.e-marches06.fr

Section II: Object
II.1)
Scope of the procurement
II.1.1) Title:
Public works and services concession for the modernisation and operation of the Vieux-Port de Cannes
Reference number: 02/2020
II.1.2) Main CPV code
63721000 Port and waterway operation services and
associated services
II.1.3) Type of contract
Services
II.1.4) Short description:
The Cannes City Council is launching this notice of
concession for works and public services, which aims

Section VI: Complementary information
VI.5)
VI.6)

Date of dispatch of this notice:
22/12/2020
Original notice reference
Notice number in the OJ S: 2020/S 195-473020 and in
Marina World: November/December 2020 (Issue 122),
pages 27 - 29

Section VII: Changes
VII.1) Information to be changed or added
VII.1.2) Text to be corrected in the original notice
Section number : IV
Place of text to be modified: IV.2.2) Time limit for
submission of applications or receipt of tenders
Instead of: Date: 29/01/2021 Local time: 17:00
Read: Date: 08/02/2021 Local time: 17:00
Section number: VI.3)
Place of text to be modified: Additional information
Instead of: Visits to the Vieux-Port will be organised by
the municipality until 15.01.2021 (17: 00) by appointment
(see conditions in Article 10 of the Consultation
Regulation).
Read:
Visits to the Vieux-Port will be organised by the municipality until 22.01.2021 (17: 00) by appointment (see
conditions in Article 10 of the Consultation Regulation).
VII.2) Other additional information:

WORLD NEWS

Public consult opens
for Holyhead
UK: Work to transform the waterfront at Holyhead in Anglesea, Wales is back
on track. Cornwall-based CAD Architects has been appointed by project leader
Conygar Holyhead to draw up new plans for the £100 million transformation.
The project, which is now at
public consultation stage, includes
a 250-berth marina, amphitheatre,
promenade and gardens, and 250 new
homes. Iconic on-site listed buildings
will also be restored and converted

into apartments.
Conygar has been planning the
project for six years. Further to the
public consultation, the final scheme
will be presented to Ynys Mon Council
for planning approval in April.

LMA MENA
launched

UAE: The marine industry welcomed a new association in November 2020 that
represents and supports maritime industry in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region.
The Leisure Marine Association
MENA, headquartered in Dubai, will
focus exclusively on supporting marine
industry businesses, such as marina
operators, boat builders, equipment
suppliers and service companies, and
establish a supportive network for all its
members and the marine industry and
boating community as a whole.
Commenting
on the launch,
His Excellency
Sheikh Saeed
Bin Ahmed
Bin Khalifa
Al Maktoum
(left), executive
director of the
Dubai Maritime
City Authority
at the Ports,
Customs and Free Zone Corporation
(PCFC) said: “The association is a
welcome addition to Dubai’s proactive
leisure marine community, and we are
excited about the potentials and key
prospects it is keen on bringing to the
marine sector. The Dubai Maritime City
Authority is ready to support its initiatives
and plans that would further boost the
development of leisure marine in Dubai
and the region. I am confident that the
establishment of a regional organisation

for the leisure marine sector is the way
forward to grow sustainably.”
John W R Paul (below), chairman of
the Leisure Marine Association MENA,
announced: “It is a proud moment
that we finally are able to launch the
LMA. Our goal has always been to
bring together the industry under one
umbrella in order to support each
other and promote leisure boating
in our region.
Ultimately, we
want the boating
public to have an
enjoyable boating
experience which
will in turn benefit
the industry. We
will work hard to
support all the
various stakeholders.”
“With the support of our members,
we are confident that we will reach
our objectives of developing a healthy
regional maritime community that will
positively impact the area as a worldclass maritime destination,” he added.
Members of LMA will benefit from a
host of services, events, industry news
feeds and workshops. They will have
access to LMA reports and documents
and have an impact on maritime
developments.
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62 YEARS OF
MARINA
INNOVATION.

EXPERT DOCK BUILDER
AND MARINE CONTRACTOR

bellingham-marine.com
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La Valletta Loano Hammamet Stora Palau
Fiskardo Aqaba Port Gogek Khiran
Castellammare di Stabia Lefkas Tripoli
Venezia Spalato Maratona Salerno Piskera La
Maddalena Gouvia Muggia Maratea Gedda
Capo d’Orlando Tremezzo Doha Tivat Trani
Lixouri Procida Al Fintas Carrara Brissago
Genova Rodi Dammam Sistiana Locarno
Cagliari Atene Lacco Ameno Palermo
Manfredonia Novi Vinodolski Montecarlo
Viareggio Bari
Alassio Farasan
Budva Ravenna
Portorose Bari
Villasimius Taranto Biograd Cala di Volpe Bari
Jesolo Savona Lisbona Portovenere Novigrad
Rab Bisceglie Aiaccio La Spezia Portoferraio
Lustiça Trieste Montecarlo Santa Manza Riva del
Garda Castiglioncello Kastela Al Faw Portoﬁno
S. Margherita Ligure Volme Methoni Livorno
Haquel Napoli Marsaxlokk Jesolo Aci Trezza
Taranto Mgarr S. Teresa di Gallura Grado
Rovigno Chioggia Vibo Valenza Mitilene
Imperia Como Agios Kosmas Monfalcone

Tel. +39 0422 702412
info@ingemar.it www.ingemar.it

Made in Italy

WORLD NEWS

Superyacht dock
added at Pier 66
USA: Pier Sixty-Six Hotel and Marina in Fort Lauderdale, Florida has a new SF
Marina floating concrete superyacht dock for its Pier South location.
Owner Tavistock Development made
the investment as its previous fixed
dock became problematic. Its curved
design limited the size of vessel that

could tie up and its narrow dimensions
made it hard to service boats.
Ebsary Foundation Company installed
440ft (134m) of SF Type 2060 floating

pontoons. Their 20ft (6m) width and 3ft
(1m) freeboard easily accommodates
superyachts of up to 350ft (107m) on
the main berth. The structure is secured
by steel piles with HDPE sleeves, offset
to enable two-way golf cart traffic on
the dock. Other superyacht-oriented
features include a double row of
composite timber rub rails and oversized
15 and 25-ton ship bollards.
Manufactured in Sweden, the dock
sections for Pier South were transported
by cargo ship to Port Everglades,
Florida. They are fitted with integrated
utilities and in-deck pump-out.
“We have had great feedback from
everyone,” said marine director Megan
Lagasse. “Owners and captains of large
vessels are beyond thrilled to sit on 300
feet [91m] of floating dock; they just
don’t get that opportunity often.”
Pier Sixty-Six Hotel and Marina
annually hosts the Fort Lauderdale
International Boat Show. While both
its Pier North and Pier South marinas
continue to welcome boaters, the
former hotel site is being redeveloped
with a new and enhanced building
that preserves its iconic tower. New
condominiums are being added, as well
as a marina promenade with shops,
offices and restaurants.

Redeveloping Hurricane Hole

BAHAMAS: Hurricane Hole Marina, Paradise Island, is being transformed to include a restored combination of fixed and
floating concrete docks, luxury residences, retail services, and upmarket dining and amenities for owners, guests and
crew. Construction is underway, with completion scheduled for the fourth quarter this year.
“This will be a new dimension in
yachting in the Bahamas, and luxury
living on Paradise Island,” said David
Kosoy, executive chairman and founder,
Sterling Global Financial, the project’s
developer, manager and owner. “With
great respect for Hurricane Hole’s place
in the rich history of Paradise Island
and the Bahamas, we are committed
to restoring this famous marina into
a premier yachting destination and a
place for the community to enjoy.”

Minister of State for Investments.
Once complete, the newly
redeveloped superyacht marina will
feature 6,100ft (1,859m) of deep-water
concrete docks, with slips up to 420ft
(128m). The marina seawalls are

designed to reduce wake and wave
action in all conditions. The five-star
marina will provide 24-hour security, onsite Customs and Immigration services,
400-amp, 480-volt power, fuel and
pump-out service.

The facility has been renamed
Hurricane Hole Superyacht Marina
at Paradise Landing and has had
substantial support from the Bahamas
Government. “This project is extremely
good for Bahamas tourism and will
employ a tremendous number of
workers while creating long term value
for the Bahamian tourism brand,” noted
Khaalis Rolle, president of Sterling
Advisory Services and former Bahamas
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SUPERIOR JETTIES: SPONSORED FEATURE

Superior Modular Dock:
Thinking outside the blocks
In addition to the
Commonwealth Games,
the extremely flexible and
versatile SMD has been used
at high profile sporting events
around the world, including
the Tour de France.
arena, the heavy wall
thickness allows for the
product to be foam filled as
well as producing a positive
buoyancy for increased
reliability,” he adds.

Superior standards

Never a company to rest on its laurels, Australia-based Superior Jetties kick
started 2021 with the release of a fresh and improved version of its wellproven Superior Modular Dock (SMD). Like other floating modular systems
of connectable cubes, Superior’s offering is a versatile alternative to more
costly fixed-dock arrangements, but developing next generation quality that
builds on the proven flexibility, longevity and aesthetic appeal of a 20-year-old
product has required some keen R&D.

SUPERIOR JETTIES: SPONSORED FEATURE

Superior development
The SMD has been available from
Superior since the late 1990s and
installations throughout Asia Pacific
and the Middle East have proven to
be robust and reliable. Over the past
two decades, however, there has been
much fine-tuning as steady advances
were made in the rotomoulding
process, materials were strengthened,
tooling became more precise and

floating structure technology improved.
More sizes, extra accessories and the
popular Jet Ski Dock (JSD) and boat lift
applications were developed.
Superior Jetties CEO, John
Hogan, understands the water,
and has specialised knowledge
and understanding of the technical
nuances of aquatic structures and the
engineering challenges of designing
waterfront options. He has, therefore,
ensured that the enhanced SMD is
equally suited to domestic, commercial
and industrial market uses. “Our goal
with the SMD system is to provide a
product that is highly functional; so
robust and easy to use that it is a
compelling purchasing decision for any
sort of water application,” he says. “It’s
practical for recreational use and simple
to install. However, once in the industrial
The SMD modules are easily demountable
and moveable as well as being containerfriendly for shipment anywhere in the
world. They are equipped with forklift fork
recesses for easy loading and storage.

14

As Hogan indicates,
the SMD sets a new
benchmark in modular
docks as it has the thickest
wall sections on the market
at 8 to 10mm. It also
has in-built slip-resistant
decking. The entire product is cased in
polyethylene (PE) in a process known as
rotomoulding and all units are moulded
in the Superior factory in Queensland
using virgin PE, which is produced by
converting lower value gases into high
quality polyethylene resins. The moulds
are all-new CNC computer machined
from a solid block of aluminium for the
best precision and fit. The polymer is
compounded with various ingredients to
achieve a UV20 rating and ensure long
life in the harsh marine environment.
SMD delivers enhanced stability
due to larger than average elements
that require fewer joints. A variety of
sizes (3m x 2m, 3m x 1.5m, 3m x 1m,
1.5m x 1.5m, 1.5m x 1m and 1m x
0.5m) is offered to create customised
shapes. Modules are connected
using 100% virgin rubber dogbone
connectors which link the top and
bottom edge of each unit together at
500mm centres. The dogbones use
either a fibre reinforced nylon bolt or
an HD 316 stainless steel bolt to join
the docks depending on the strength
and durability requirements of the
application.
The modules are easily demountable
and moveable, without the need for
special tooling, are container friendly for
shipment worldwide and are equipped
with forklift fork recesses for easy
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loading and storage. Standard colour is
grey but custom colours are available.

For industry

For flexibility
“The SMD showed all of its flexibility
when used as the starting platform for
the 2018 Commonwealth Games on the
Gold Coast. It was bumped in and out
in a single day, four times over a two
year period, providing a stable floating
structure. In addition, modularity allows
us to create a product that can be
shipped anywhere in the world and
assembled in an easy and logical way,”
Hogan confirms.
“SMD has also allowed us to take a
SMD modules can withstand heavy
conditions and tough treatment. A
specially profiled surface gives good slip
resistance, and easy module connectivity
ensures versatility for a range of industrial
applications.

system of components and adapt them
for specific purposes to aid different site
conditions,” he adds. “There are seabed
anchors that allow the floating units to
be secured to a fixed wharf, stainless
steel winch posts, aluminium connector
brackets and pile brackets that allow
clients to adjust onsite. The SMD has
even been adapted to make a series
of boatlifts which use air displacement
technology.”

For fun
No description of the SMD system
would be complete without mention
of the Superior Jet Ski Dock (SJD), a
stylish, standalone dock, measuring
4.5m x 1.5m with no moving parts.
It is widely used for domestic and
commercial applications and can be
linked together into a continuous dock
and powered to the fuel station for
major labour savings for commercial

The stylish Superior JSD is designed
for non-deterioration in the marine
environment and can be easily connected to
any marina structure. The docks can also
be connected side by side to create larger
platforms.
operators. The JSD features a stainless
steel winch post and locking bar at the
front and a replaceable wear part at the
impact point in the entry section.
It’s a great way for marina operators
to enhance services and earn extra
revenue or give domestic users quick
and comfortable access to their
precious watercraft.

For the future
The improved SMD complements the
newly improved Super Elite all-concrete
pontoon with its Euro Hinge connection
system, the floating events pontoon
Waterscape, the Superior range of
designer accessories, floating reed
beds, solar farms - and more.
And it’s built to last. Twenty-year-old
structures, such as Gold Coast City
Council and Copper Coast Council
boat ramps, are still going strong. “The
product offers better value for ‘whole
of life’ costing due to the exceptionally
low maintenance requirement of
polyethylene rotomoulded structures,”
Hogan insists. “This, together with
added support from the Superior
technical team, elevates the SMD
above anything else on the market.”
“The possibilities are endless. Use
your imagination and the Superior
Modular Dock suite of products will
have options that are right for you.”
E: info@superiorjetties.com
www.superiorjetties.com
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SMD is unique. It may look like other
modular floating blocks but, not only can
the industrial version be foam filled, it
can also be fitted with a fully compliant
handrail system called EDGE. This
matches in with a top, mid and kick rail
fitting to Australian Standard AS1257.
Each handrail section articulates
with the dogbones so no distortion
occurs while maintaining a safe work
environment. The modular nature also
allows a pile to be surrounded onsite
and dogboned together complete with
handrails. This targeted solution greatly
improves WH&S compliance and
enhances workflow.
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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES
Derecktor Ft Pierce, when constructed, will
offer wide-ranging services and feature a
1,500-ton mobile boat hoist.

completed by May 2021. Assembly of
the 1,500-ton mobile boat hoist will take
place concurrently with development of
the 12.5 acre (5ha) facility, with hauling
operations scheduled to begin in spring
2021.

New port of call for
superyacht fleet
Fort Pierce, Florida, USA will soon be a major port of call for the global fleet of
megayachts and large sailing yachts.
Nestled inside Fort Pierce Inlet,
Derecktor Ft Pierce is set to be the east
coast’s next great shipyard, offering
deep-water (28ft/8m) and unobstructed
overhead access to the Atlantic Ocean.
Located 90nm north of Fort Lauderdale,
the new facility is conveniently located
near South Florida’s diverse network of
highly skilled tradespeople, as well as
regional and international airports.
In 2019, Derecktor Shipyards entered
into a 75-year lease agreement with St
Lucie County to redevelop the centuryold port. After a lengthy permitting and
review process from federal, state and
local government agencies, Derecktor
was granted approval to move forward
with the project in November 2020.

marine, heavy highway and deep
foundation construction company, was
contracted to build this critical piece
of infrastructure. Engineering design
and regulatory permitting was led by
Cummins Cederberg Coastal & Marine
Engineering, a leading engineering firm
specialising in marine structures and
environmental consulting.
Construction of the haul-out
basin, utility loop, bulkhead repairs
and workshop are scheduled to be

Standing 85ft (26m) high, 75ft (23m)
wide, 120ft (37m) long and weighing
738 tons, the MBH 1500 machine,
manufactured by Italian company
Cimolai Technology, will be the
centrepiece of the new shipyard, and
once fully operational, will provide an
economic boon for Fort Pierce and St
Lucie County. In five years, Derecktor
Ft Pierce expects to generate nearly
900 direct and indirect jobs with an
economic output of $105 million.
“This yard lets us bring in a whole
new range of boats. It’s a new market
for us and, in large part, a new market
for the US. We see great things ahead
for Derecktor, for Fort Pierce and for
the people of St Lucie County,” said
Derecktor Shipyards president Paul
Derecktor. “We can’t wait to get the yard
up and running and show the yachting
world what Derecktor Ft Pierce and the
Treasure Coast have to offer.”
Founded in 1947, Derecktor
Shipyards has become a worldwide
leader for excellence in the
construction, repair and refit of yachts,
commercial and military vessels.
Today, four Derecktor facilities span
the eastern seaboard of the USA from
Maine to South Florida, offering vessel
owners and operators everything
from marina space to megayacht
construction.

Phase one of construction began
in December 2020 and includes the
excavation and development of the
haul-out basin where Derecktor’s
1,500-ton mobile boat hoist – the
largest in the world – will operate.
Shoreline Foundation, Inc., a South
Florida-based premier speciality
One of four Derecktor facilities on the
eastern seaboard of the USA, Derecktor
Dania is one of Florida’s top refit yards.
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GOLDEN opens 2021 by adding a second sales and
distribution warehouse to its portfolio. Joining their
Seattle warehouse, the new facility is convenietly located
in Gastonia, North Carolina! The new location will offer a
more centralized location, to service their existing dealer/
contractor network in the north and northeast regions of
the U.S. Golden also hopes to expand on their network by
adding more dealers/contractors in surrounding states.
This new facility will stock a wide variety of boat lifts, dock
systems and other marine accessories manufactured by
Golden. From a kayak launch to boat lifts up to 240,000
lb capacities, stationary or roll-in docks to their floating
dock systems, Golden has
a solution for residential to
mega yacht marina needs
worldwide. The sun never
sets on a Golden product
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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES
The 43m (141ft) superyacht Playpen
is one of many vessels to have been
shipped by Aurora Global Logistics
from the Mediterranean to GCCM.
“Queensland is also being seen
globally as a safe haven – where
owners can safely have major refit
and repair work undertaken to their
vessels in world class shipyards
at an attractive Australian dollar
exchange rate. It makes a lot of
sense to take care of this work
while charter and cruising activity is
hampered by travel restrictions,” he
notes.

Refit yards invest
as pandemic spurs
boating boom
Around the globe, recreational boating markets continue to experience a huge
surge in demand as consumers look for creative ways to endure the pandemic
closer to home. This trend has had a big impact on the industry in Australia.
At leading marine transport and
customs brokerage, Aurora Global
Logistics, the COVID-led global
boating boom has resulted in a definite
increase in both export and import of
luxury vessels.

and exports this year [2020],” he adds.
“What’s interesting and notable is that
the reasons for these movements are
very different to what they have been
in previous years and we believe that
COVID is driving that changing trend.”

“Due in large to travel restrictions,
COVID has presented some interesting
trends within the marine industry
including a definite increase in boat
acquisitions as people look for leisure
opportunities closer to home,” says
managing director Jason Roberts. “We
have also seen a significant increase in
vessels being moved back to Australia
for refit/repair or private leisure as
owners are unable to travel to use their
vessels for personal or commercial
charter use.”

According to Roberts, Australians
are buying yachts offshore in larger
volumes than in recent years arguably
because their
travel has been
restricted so they
have looked to a
boating acquisition
to fulfil leisure
requirements.

“We are currently importing around
30 superyachts over 26m (85ft) in
length into Australia each year, between
120 and 150 smaller yachts from the
UK, USA and Asia and it’s looking like
our business is up over 15% on imports

“Also exciting for the domestic
marine industry is the volume of
Australian vessels that we are
exporting offshore as the demand
for Australian made boats rapidly
increases.”
Roberts’ observations are strongly
echoed and supported by other
Australian marine heavyweights
including Gold Coast City Marina
& Shipyard (GCCM) and Rivergate
Marina & Shipyard.
GCCM CEO, Trenton Gay, says
around the globe, the marine brokerage
industry is experiencing a surge in
demand for boats as people respond to
COVID travel restrictions and seek out
new recreational opportunities. Some
owners of larger vessels, meanwhile,
are also using the current downturn in
charter and cruising activity to advance
major refit and repair projects.
“Like Aurora, we are noticing very
similar industry patterns. Most of our
local brokerage clients are reporting
an upsurge in boat sales, yacht leads
and web traffic despite, or perhaps as a
result of, the pandemic,” he confirms.
“Our shipyard has seen a lot of new
vessel acquisitions in addition to an

L to r: Jason
Roberts, Aurora
Global Logistics;
Steve Fisher,
Rivergate Marina
& Shipyard; and
Trenton Gay, Gold
Coast City Marina
& Shipyard.
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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES
GCCM is benefiting from an upsurge in
boat sales and increased custom for refit
and refinish projects.
at Rivergate is thus perfectly timed,
enabling the yard to service large luxury
yachts over 50m (164ft) in length.
The expansion will include a syncrolift
capable of lifting superyachts of up
to 3,000 tonnes for vital inspections,
maintenance, repairs and refits.
Other plans include a hardstand
with capacity for multiple superyachts,
three large refit sheds, two in-water
service berths, a five-storey trade
centre with offices, training rooms, café,
crew accommodation and recreation
facilities, and extensive car parking.
“We know that there is substantial
pent-up demand among superyacht
owners to visit our region, which is
currently hampered by the lack of
adequate lifting, repair and refit facilities,”
says Rivergate director Tom Hill.
increase in enquiries from international
vessels looking to capitalise on the
current Australian dollar exchange
rate and the quality of Australian
workmanship and infrastructure offered
here in Queensland, not to mention our
relatively low COVID case numbers.”
“One of our most recent arrivals at
GCCM is 43m [141ft] superyacht M/Y
‘Playpen’, which has been shipped
from the Mediterranean – by Aurora
– to GCCM. This vessel is valued in
the vicinity of $20 million and will be
undertaking significant refit work over
the next two years while it is stationed
in the region.”
“Our team has also recently
completed the largest on-water refit
and refinish projects ever to be
completed in Australia on two high
profile international yachts in the
midst of the lockdown.”

loving the fact that Queensland is open
for business with more superyachts
bringing maintenance programmes
forward to take advantage of
Queensland being a relatively COVIDsafe state, along with the world-class
workmanship that our marine trades
offer,” he notes.

“The world is experiencing a
superyacht building boom and the
average size of these vessels is
also increasing, so the expansion
of Rivergate is ideally timed to
accommodate this growth and make
our region much more accessible for
superyachts,” he adds.

“The Queensland Government has
also successfully worked alongside the
marine industry to develop a stringent
but highly workable COVID-safe
protocol so these vessels are easily
able to make safe passage here, which
has been very important to the appeal
of Queensland to captains and crew.”

With a central east coast location,
proximity to an international airport,
deep water access, year-round safe
climate and an abundant supply of
skilled trades, Rivergate is already
recognised as one of the top three
shipyards in the world and has serviced
over 300 vessels in the past 14 years.
Plans for the expansion are at an
advanced stage, with a Development

A proposed plan for a new $200
million maintenance and refit hub

Rivergate Marina & Shipyard’s
director of international business,
Steve Fisher, reiterates the same
trend and adds: “Legislative
change in December 2019 allowing
international vessels to charter in
Australian waters has been a game
changer for our marine industry and
then with COVID following hot on
the heels of that, we are seeing lots
more superyachts headed here.”
“The world’s superyacht fleet is
Rivergate is attracting ever larger
yachts, partly due to the fact that
Queensland is a relatively
COVID-safe state.
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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES
Construction is scheduled to start this
year on a $200 million maintenance and
refit hub at Rivergate, enabling the yard
to service vessels over 50m (164ft) in
length.
refit capabilities and on-site trade
services, including boiler making
and fitting. Partnering with GCCM
provides the superyacht industry with
access to both a great facility and
experienced project management
team,” says PTG CEO Chris Peters.
The team has already begun with
an 85m (279ft) research vessel
completing significant engineering
works to deck equipment, with
GCCM tenants Pacific Maritime
Solutions and Sweep Marine
Services working in situ.
Application lodged and construction
ready to start this year.
GCCM, meanwhile, is taking the
Australian refit sector to yet another
level by collaborating with Pacific
Tug Group (PTG) to jointly operate,
manage and market Pacific Marine
Base Brisbane (PMB) as an on-water
superyacht refit facility on the Brisbane
River at Murarrie.
Having pioneered best practice
methods for delivering complex
and sensitive in-water work at its
Coomera River facility on the Gold
Coast, GCCM is in a good position to
couple its management and marketing
expertise with PTG’s existing on-water
infrastructure.
“Over 20 years of operation,
we have developed world class
project management procedures
and leading capability for managing
on-water work. As the yachts
coming our way are getting larger,
the infrastructure needs to keep
up and this facility will fill a gap
now. We know what our customers
need, want and deserve, and with
the existing work docks and new
working docks, we can deliver
this service for yachts up to 120m
[390ft].”
The site, based on Paringa Road,
offers 330m (1,080ft) of shoreline
on the Brisbane River providing
deep water access of up to 10m
(33ft), unrestricted air draught and

two work berths of 100m (330ft) each.
Heavy vehicles and cranes can easily
access the dock, and shore-based
support includes engineering and
fabrication workshops. Facility owner
PTG is constructing an additional dock
for yachts up to 120m (390ft) with the
same access.
The facility also boasts a Customs
and Bio Security ‘first point of entry’
where international vessels and crew
can clear in on arrival.
“PMB is situated in an outstanding
location on the Brisbane River within the
trade coast precinct. It offers immediate
connection to major road networks;
deep water access and mooring; heavy
lift capabilities; cargo load out; in-water

“The necessary ERAs and
permits are in place to allow us to
complete above the waterline work,
including total hull and superstructure
refinishing projects; something we
have successfully delivered at our
Gold Coast facility for yachts up to
73m [240ft]. We will continue to invest
into the site adding spaces for crew
recreation and other trades to service
refit customers. We are taking this to
market to say GCCM has the capability,
know-how and infrastructure to take
on immense projects. Queensland
and Australia have proven to be a safe
place in this pandemic world and that
will continue on well into the future,”
adds Kevin Altera, general manager
operations and business development.

GCCM is to jointly operate Pacific
Marine Base Brisbane as a new
superyacht refit facility on the Brisbane
River at Murarrie. An additional dock
and spaces for crew recreation will be
added.
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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES
Sanctuary Cove Marina offers long term
superyacht berthing amidst a wealth of onsite amenities.

Partnership delivers
marina and yard
benefits
The Boat Works (TBW) and Sanctuary Cove Marina, two of the most
sophisticated superyacht destinations on Australia’s Gold Coast, have
formed a special partnership to offer an array of benefits to boat owners. The
move follows a $12 million redevelopment at Sanctuary Cove Marina and the
February 2020 opening of The Boat Works’ $100 million superyacht yard.
Aligning with the Queensland
Government’s Superyacht Strategy,
aimed at developing south east
Queensland into the key superyacht
hub in the Asia Pacific region, both
riverfront facilities offer five-star resort
amenities and concierge-style services
for permanent and visiting boaters.

With the new agreement in place,
berth holders at Sanctuary Cove have
access to special offers and incentives
from TBW, including antifouling,
inspections, servicing and shed/
hardstand hire, evaluations and vessel
management. TBW will collect vessels
from the marina for valet, annual
maintenance etc.
Visiting captains
and crew can,
meanwhile, enjoy
the exceptional
amenities at the
marina, which
include golf, fitness
Steve Sammes (left)
of Sanctuary
Cove and Shane
Subichin,
The Boat Works,
have developed
a ‘value add’
partnership for
customers.
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club/gym, pool, salon, restaurants, bars
and boutiques.
Sanctuary Cove is the ideal longterm berthing option accommodating
300 vessels with a dedicated long-term
superyacht berths option for vessels
over 24m (79ft) and up to 65m (213ft)
in length. The Boat Works occupies 55
acres (21.8ha) and comprises worldclass shipyard facilities and amenities
for boats up to 50m (164ft).
“We see the partnership as a terrific
‘value add’ for our customers while
their boats are here for yard time,”
says TBW’s general manager Shane
Subichin. Steve Sammes, general
manager at Sanctuary Cove Marina
is equally positive. “We are excited to
have The Boat Works partnering with
us as a Gold Sponsor,” he comments.
“Our services, combined with our
relationship, mean that vessel owners
can enjoy a holistic experience in one
convenient location. The relationship
further reinforces the synergy of our
customer service offerings afforded by
both unique facilities.”

‘Best in the Aegean’
IC Cesme Marina, established by IC
Holding and Camper & Nicholsons
Marinas, has been voted ‘Best
Superyacht Marina of the Aegean’ in
the 2020 Acrew superyacht business
awards.
A jury of 50 people made the
nomination and Acrew’s network
of over 15,000 captains and crew
members were invited to vote.
Cesme Marina general manager,
Can Akaltan, receiving the award
on behalf of the team in December
2020, commented: “As Turkey’s most
award-winning marina, we are so
proud and grateful to have won a
new accolade this year! 2020 has
been a difficult year for everyone, but
this award has added great morale
and motivation for our marina,
customers and staff. Welcoming in
the New Year, we will continue to
maintain our title as the Aegean’s
best superyacht marina without
compromising on our outstanding
levels of service, customer support
and facilities, ensuring a comfortable
and enjoyable stay for everyone.”
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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES

Consortium
expands to further
Bijela yard plan
The consortium formed by Adriatic
Marinas Group (which is fully owned by
the Investment Corporation of Dubai)
and Dutch shipbuilding group Damen,
has tasked a new consortium member,
Dubai-based Drydocks World, to redevelop
the former Bijela Shipyard in Boka Bay,
Montenegro.

Boutique facility for
superyacht refit
MB92 La Ciotat on the Côte d’Azur, France has announced a new refit
facility called 300t Origins (above). The name reflects its dedication to
maintaining and refitting yachts up to 300 tonnes, and the ‘origins’ of
MB92, which built its initial reputation by working on vessels under
300 tonne displacement.
300t Origins offers 14 spaces on the
hard (four with keel pits) for vessels of
30-50m (98-164ft) and a 50m (164ft)
paint cabin.
“The 30-50m segment is our historic
area of expertise and requires a
different approach,” explained MB92
La Ciotat president, Ben Mennem. “In
order to cater for this smaller, yet just
as discerning size range, we decided
to create a dedicated facility that
is able to provide our clients with a
‘boutique’ experience to maintain and
refit their yachts. As such, I am very
happy to appoint one of our longest
serving team members, Philippe
Escousse (right), who is a seasoned
skipper and a very experienced project
manager, as manager of this new
facility.”
Clients will have access, not only
to experienced teams and top quality
facilities, but also to a significant
network of contractors, customer care,
and crew areas including a gym.
Escousse commented: “Many of us
have worked on yachts or ships, some
as captains, others as engineers or

crew so we have a unique
understanding of our clients’
needs, what they want, and
just as important what they
don’t want. Our goal is to make
the refit process as smooth
and efficient as possible for
our clients and the new agile
organisation of 300t Origins will
enable us to do just that.”
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Drydocks World, a DP World company,
will transform the yard into a world class
superyacht hub in a major move to drive the
maritime industry forward in the region.
“This exciting project will not only regenerate
the shipyard at Bijela but the whole marine
engineering industry, and bring back to
life the long and proud maritime history of
Montenegro,” said Adriatic Marinas chairman,
His Excellency Mohammed I. Al Shaibani. “We
are delighted that our colleagues and partners
at Drydocks World will bring their substantial
resources and expertise to the project.
Together, we will reposition Bijela to become
one of the Mediterranean’s leading superyacht
repair and refit facilities. Importantly, I would
like to thank our colleagues at Damen for their
substantial efforts in helping bring the project
to this point of acceleration.”
Following completion of the Government
remediation works, the transformation of the
yard by the consortium will be completed
over a 36-month period and will see it evolve
into a superyacht repair and refit facility with
plans to start some service work during this
redevelopment period.
In addition to the yacht service centre,
there are plans to establish a skills academy
at Bijela to develop future generations
of Montenegrin engineers. The academy
will partner with the already established
Superyacht Operations Training Academy at
Porto Montenegro, which has been created in
partnership with Warsash Maritime Academy,
UK, a world leader in maritime training.
Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem, group chairman
and CEO of DP World, said: “Drydocks World
has played a key role in Dubai’s growth story,
becoming a hub for the maritime industry in
the Middle East. By forging a consortium of
this nature between Adriatic Marinas and
Drydocks World, we are bringing together
the considerable combined resources and
expertise to develop a world-class facility in
Montengro, which will support the economy of
the country.”
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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES

Big boats are back in Phuket
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, between 1,300 and 1,500 yachts visited Phuket, Thailand every year, and in the very
early part of 2020 superyacht visits were at a record high. While taking essential precautions to ensure coronavirus
continues to have low impact on health throughout the country, action has been taken to help reverse the economic
downturn occasioned by the loss of visitors.
In September 2020, the Thai
Government agreed to allow foreign
tourists prepared to undertake a 14day quarantine to stay for at least 90
days. Two extensions, each of a further
90 days, were also approved. These
so-called Special Tourist Visas were
welcome news for the tourist industry
in general and, most specifically, for the
superyacht sector.
Superyacht agency Asia Pacific
Superyachts (APS) was keen to see
this translate into permission for owners
and crew to quarantine on board their
vessels, and marinas in Phuket were
enthusiastic about reopening.
“Marinas are playing an increasingly
important role globally and in southeast
Asia,” says APS co-founder Gordon
Fernandes. “Phuket marinas can
handle all the needs of a superyacht,
and berths are available for yachts up
to 130m [430ft] at any one of Phuket’s
many fully-equipped marinas. There is
a growing superyacht labour force and

excellent docking facilities.”
Within a few weeks, APS was able to
clear its first foreign-flagged superyacht
client into Phuket. All occupants
quarantined onboard.
In November, the Marine Department
confirmed that yachts could be moored
for quarantine in two areas in Thailand
– Ocean Marina Yacht Club in Chonburi
and Ao Por in Pa Khlok, Phuket. The
area in Phuket normally used for yacht
mooring is located about 6.2km (3.8mi)
southeast of Ao Por pier and 2km
(1.2mi) east of Koh Naka Noi. The area
has depths of over 10m (33ft) and is
large enough for over 100 yachts.
Crew aboard the yachts currently
have to quarantine on board for the
required 14 days. The Royal Thai
Navy Third Area Command, based on
Cape Panwa, monitors the yachts to
ensure they remain in the allocated
area and tracks them via an Automatic
Identification System (AIS).
After the quarantine period aboard

the yacht has elapsed, and assuming
subsequent COVID tests are negative,
the crew is allowed to moor the yacht at
the marina of choice and travel within
Phuket in the same manner as those
who arrive on the island via air travel.

Maldives clear for foreign flags
The Republic of the Maldives, an increasingly favoured superyacht destination, lifted COVID-19 restrictions for foreignflagged vessels in September 2020.
“We noticed that a lot of yachts
chose to visit the Maldives quite
early in the season last year as
vessels were aware that Maldives
regulations/restrictions were
relatively easier compared to the
rest of the yachting destinations,”
noted Mohamed Hameed of
Asia Pacific Superyachts. “We
are potentially looking at a very
successful and happening season
ahead for 2020/21.”
“Most yachts still choose to be
anchored near Bandos Island
Resort when guests are not on
board and/or while waiting for
guests…and a few superyachts
are choosing to go to the
Yacht Marina at Crossroads.
However, there are only two
slots big enough for 60m [197ft].
Crossroads is mainly used to
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stay on anchor when there are no
guests as it’s a great place for crew
entertainment,” he added.
The arrival/departure process
usually takes about 30 to 45
minutes if all documents are
completed well in advance and
no restrictions are imposed on
any specific nationals. Everyone
entering the Maldives needs to
provide a negative COVID test
result, conducted 72 hours prior
to departure for the republic. A
Traveller Health Declaration form
must also be submitted by all
travellers within 24 hours prior to
travel.
The Maldives has been awarded
the Safe Travels Stamp from the
World Travel & Tourism Council
(WTTC), the world’s first ever
global safety and hygiene stamp.
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Despite the devastation caused by
Hurricane Sally in September 2020,
ThruFlow decking remained in place.

Surviving the storms
From its beginnings in 2000, Canadian company ThruFlow has grown to
become a premium decking manufacturer serving customers throughout
North America, Europe, Australia and beyond. Over the past decade, the
decking has passed test after test in severe storm conditions.
Each ThruFlow panel features an
open architecture design, built using
a tough and hard-wearing 100%
recyclable virgin polypropylene plastic,
which allows sunlight to pass through
the deck and maintain the natural
ecosystem below. The porous surface
is non-slip and heat-resistant, and
provides protection from wave surge as,
instead of buffeting the decking, water
simply passes through.
When Hurricane Sandy hit the US in
October 2012, it devastated docks and
piers in the panhandles of the southern
states and across Texas. Docks with
ThruFlow decking in the Gulf Coast
area fared far better than most, with
people reporting to Dean Meredith,
president of Coastal Products Plus in
Gulf Breeze, Florida that their dock was
“the only one that survived as far as the
eye could see.” Part of the problem in
this region is shallow waterfronts. This
means that many walkways are built up
to 600ft (183m) or longer just to get to
deep enough water to house and launch
a boat. This leaves a considerable
amount of personal property on the
water vulnerable to the brutal force of
hurricanes and storms as they build.

Since Hurricane Sandy, other
storms have pounded US states with
minimal impact on ThruFlow decking.
It passed the test for Hurricane Sally
in September 2020, for example. “We
received testimonial after testimonial
from ThruFlow dock owners that their
docks, piers and walkways survived
the storms last year,” says ThruFlow
president Otto Kjeldsen. “Homeowners,
contractors, engineers and dealers
alike sent in information.” Less fortunate
dock owners, impressed to see
ThruFlow docks still intact, became
new customers. “We were shipping
truckloads down south to fulfil the need
to get people back on their docks and
prepared for the next storm,” Kjeldsen
confirms.
ThruFlow currently offers five panel
configurations to suit a range of
marinas.
ThruFlow’s original panel, the
‘Legacy’, is built using short glass
fibres for extra durability against wear
and tear. Panels are UV and damage
resistant, and allow 43% of sunlight to
pass through. The Legacy has proved
itself in commercial marinas and natural
parks around the world. The success
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of this product enabled the company to
continue developing new panels suitable
for a variety of marine applications. In
2021, Legacy will begin to give way to
its new successor, ‘Legacy XP’, which
boasts a better load capacity, elongated
screw holes, thicker support ribs and the
timeless Legacy look.
‘Impact’ panels are a newer, more
cost-effective option. The panels are
produced using straight polypropylene,
allowing for continued durability but at
a more affordable price. They include
the same traits that made the Legacy
panels such a success: they are easy
to assemble, maintenance-free, with a
non-slip and UV-resistant surface and a
lifetime limited warranty.
The ‘Surge’ series further improves
on the Legacy panels, across two
models – the Surge 50 and Surge 60,
in reference to the percentage of light
that passes through each panel. The
extreme durability of the panels and
their open design make them a great
solution for private and commercial
docks and marinas. Despite their larger
construction, the Surge panels are just
as durable as the Legacy XP design.
The company’s ‘Sol’ panel, with an
integrated solar panel, can connect with
a system that runs from solar power,
providing a clean energy alternative.
This is an attractive option as more
and more lakes look to mandate
solar and alternative forms of power.
The Sol panel, released last year, is
now gaining traction by providing a
firm walking surface with additional
functionality. Only one panel is required
to power a motorised boat lift, but the
potential applications are endless.
Finally, the ‘Aqua-dek’ panel, made
from copolymer polypropylene, is a
larger panel that can be mounted
to wood, aluminium or steel frames,
helping a marina save time by covering
space quickly. It’s up to 75% lighter than
other commercial decking products,
allows for 45% sunlight to pass through
and requires zero maintenance.
In April, the company is set to
introduce a modular wheelchair ramp
that has a continuous handrail, no gap
greater than half an inch, rail heights
of four inches and a standard load
bearing capacity of 800lbs (360kg). This
extension, known as Qramp, utilises the
Legacy panel in its system.
www.thruflow.com
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Are your float drums certified by an accredited testing agency?
They should be. Ask for Ace Floats by name!

Tested and Certified by
IMANNA Laboratory Inc.
/ Falling Dart Impact Test
/ 7-Day Hunt Water
Absorption Test
/ Encasement Wall
Thickness Standard
/ And More!
IMANNA Certified
www.imanna.com/customer-spotlight
For over 25 years, Den Hartog Industries in Hospers, Iowa has
elevated the quality of foam-filled float drums, setting the industry
standards and is a leader in the marine industry on quality, durability
and longevity. Visit www.acefloatdrums.com for a variety of product
sizes, specifications with bouyancy and technical information.
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Robust rebuild for US marina
buoyancy rating of 100psf. They are
also extremely robust to withstand
the heavy use placed upon them by
fishing vessels and easily able to
accommodate vessels that range up to
100ft (30m) in length and weigh up to
200 tonnes.
Functioning as a working dock, the
SF500 Series pontoon sections have
integrated utility conduits, and multiple
100A three-phase electrical pedestals
and fresh water services have been
installed.

In 2019, Lars Vinjerud II, owner of a scallop and lobster fishing and distribution
operation, bought Leroy’s Marina, a mixed commercial and recreational marina
on Pope’s Island, New Bedford, Massachusetts. He renamed the site Fleet
Marina and decided to renovate and modernise it.
The first phase involved replacing
the existing pile-supported pier with an
extra-wide floating concrete SF Marina
breakwater that would double as a dock
for commercial vessels.
AGM Marine Contractors designed
the marina layout and SF Marina
manufactured the components at its
Norfolk, Virginia location. The modules
were then moved by barge to Popes
Island where AGM installed the 262ft

(80m) long x 16ft (5m) wide SF500
Series breakwater.
Engineered to withstand hurricanelevel storms, the individual floating
concrete pontoons are connected
with an advanced energy-absorbing
coupling system and moored with eight
80ft (24m) long x 36in (91cm) wide
steel piles. Virtually unsinkable and
able to bear regular vehicular traffic,
the individual sections each have a

In phase two, AGM reconfigured the
recreational side of Fleet Marina with
120ft (36.6m) of SF Marina SF1024
floating dock. The structure includes
slips for two to four boats up to 120ft
(36.6m) in length. With a low centre of
gravity, the docks are extremely stable,
making them ideal for recreational
use. And, as they are engineered to
withstand the freezing weather and
severe storms common in Sweden,
they are perfect for use in New
England.
“We’ve been installing SF Marina
docks and breakwaters for about nine
years,” says Jonah Mikutowicz, AGM
Marine Contractors project manager.
“They’re easy to install and the reaction
from our customers is always very
positive,” he adds.
www.sfmarina.com

Calming the LaSalle basin
Kropf Industrial has completed a successful floating breakwater project for the City of Burlington, Ontario. The
work involved the removal of an existing floating breakwater system that was at the end of its life, and the design,
manufacture, delivery and installation of a replacement.
and tested box breakwater design, with
a draft of 72in (183cm). It is anchored
The new breakwater, which
full-length steel pipe floats and a steel
in place using concrete anchors and
provides a safe and tranquil marina
plate wave attenuation structure with
heavy chain, and includes solar lighting
environment for the LaSalle Marina
and signage.
Association, as well
as the public launch
Kropf’s breakwater
ramps at LaSalle Pier,
designs have been
measures over 1,360ft
extensively tested by
(414.5m) in length
the Canadian National
and was installed in
Research Council and
three sections. The
are proven in northern ice
bulk of the breakwater
conditions and high-energy
is 17ft (5m) wide with
sites. The project included
a shorter portion of
a wave study of the area
14ft (4m) width at the
and final design of the
marina entrance.
breakwater and anchoring
system.
The system was built
www.kropfindustrial.com
using Kropf’s proven
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 Full line of hydraulic boat handling equipment
 Yard, self-propelled, and highway models
 Open frame design to maximize flexibility and efficiency

www.kropfindustrial.com

Kropf Industrial also supplies mobile
boat lifts, as well as steel or HDPE
pipe floating docks, and steel floating
breakwaters.

info@kropfindustrial.com
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the lowest maintenance docks on the market. Contact our team today for a
customized consultation and quote for your next marina project!
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Floating dry dock attracts new customers
Gladstone Ports Corporation (GPC),
Queensland has installed four
floating dry docks at Gladstone
Marina. The docks are available for
boats up to three tonnes, opening
up the benefits of a marina to trailer
boat owners.
Gladstone has one of the highest
rates of boat ownership per capita in
Australia and marina superintendent
David Osmond said berths will give the
average trailer boat owner easy access
to some of the most pristine waterways
on the east coast.
“Living only a stone’s throw away
from the Great Barrier Reef and with
beautiful local islands, the provision of
floating dry docks will allow easy use of
your vessel without the normal worries
of trailering, launching, boat ramps or
storage issues at home,” he explained.
“The floating dock allows easy solo
operation, unlike launching at the ramp
which can sometimes need a full crew
of people.”
The floating dock sinks into the water
to allow for drive on access then, at the
push of a button, floats up, lifting the
vessel out of the water. Maintenance
costs are reduced and no anti-fouling is
required.

“You’ll use your
boat more, saving the
hour or so it can take
to trailer and launch.
You simply drive to
the marina, step on
board and drive off,”
Osmond noted.
John Hogan, CEO
of Superior Jetties,
manufacturer and
installer of the docks,
said it was great to
see Gladstone taking
up the higher yields
on offer from smaller
marina berths to store vessels out of
the water.
“In this way, the vessels are
presented in pristine condition to
the waterways without any antifoul
products and the performance of
the hull is enhanced thus saving on
fuel use,” he said. “These products
introduce new customers to the market
by reducing logistical hassles of
boating such as trailer movements and
storage.”
With weekend-to-weekend rates,
monthly, six monthly and discounted
annual rates available, the floating

Extra berths in Sanlúcar
New floating infrastructure has been added to a pontoon extension on the River
Guadiana in the Spanish village of Sanlúcar de Guadiana. Sanlúcar is in the
province of Huelva on the border between Spain and Portugal.

docks come with all the benefits of
a marina – security, amenities and a
friendly onsite marina team.
People, community and sustainability
general manager Rowen Winsor said
it’s all about convenience and easy
access to the local waterways. “Our
community absolutely loves exploring
our waterways, whether that be by
foot around the GPC parklands or by
boat,” she said. “The floating docks
turn one berth into four, and with low
maintenance we see it as a fantastic
addition to our marina.”
www.superiorjetties.com
Almarin worked with its partner,
floating pontoon manufacturer
Lindley, to supply and install an
aluminium dock made up of nine
modules from the Faro HD range.
This was added to the existing
concrete piers. Special pile guides
were fabricated to enable the
concrete pontoons to be moored with
piles rather than the existing mooring
chain and sinker arrangement.
By installing pile guides, both sides
of the pier can be used, considerably
increasing the mooring area. The new
infrastructure also gives access to
people with reduced mobility due to
two articulated pontoons connected
to an intermediate floating platform of
36m² (388ft²) that reduces the angle
of both gangways. Pedestals offering
electricity and water, and other key
accessories were also installed.
The town has now improved its
access to the Guadiana River and
made it easier to cross by boat into
Portugal.
www.almarin.es
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Lindley designed, built and installed a
special mooring solution with three piers
on Tavira Island (left) and a long floating
dock alongside the town pier (below).
allow private yachts, small water taxis,
service boats and fishing vessels to
comfortably access the island. The
standard recommended electrical and
water services, as well as the required
safety equipment, were also supplied.
Separate gangways of 20m (66ft) x 2m
(7ft) were installed to allow for alternate
circulation.

Enhancing access to
Tavira Island
The town of Tavira in southern Portugal is a hub for fishing and tourism,
renowned for its many small churches and chapels and for stretches of sandy
beach which are particularly prevalent in a small island only accessible by
crossing the River Gilão.
To ensure constant access to the
island for ferries, fishing boats and
service providers, infrastructure has
been developed on both embankments
of the river, in the centre of the
town and on the island. These were
constructed in 2019 and 2020 and
comprise a shore-based building
and floating pontoons for embarking,
disembarking and temporary berthing.
Lindley was chosen by the local
authorities to design, build, supply and
install pontoons, access bridges and
piles.

The two inner pontoons, each 20m
(66ft) long x 3m (10ft) wide and bearing
an unladen freeboard of 0.6m (2ft),

On the Tavira side, a 260m (850ft)
long floating dock has been installed
on Gilão River alongside the town
centre pier to enhance the safety and
comfort for mooring nautical tourist and
fishing boats. Lindley was awarded the
contract by the public entity Docapesca
for the design, fabrication, supply
and installation of a complete turnkey
solution comprising pontoons, mooring,
access and services.
Sixteen concrete floating pontoons,
each of 12m (39ft) or 15m (49ft) in
length in 3m (10ft) wide sections,
are divided in four different areas,
designated for ferries, tourist boats,
fishing activities, coast guard and for
a small fuel station. A bridgehead with
two separate gangways offers different
access and operation. In the case of
the tourist piers, handrails were also
installed on the shoreside to protect
users from falling into the water.
Pontoons are moored by vertical beams
anchored to the jetty wall.
www.lindley.pt

On the island side, Lindley completed
three piers, with different widths and
freeboards, for water taxis, ferry boats
and private yachts to be able to access
the island. This infrastructure was
built using heavy duty timber-decked
concrete pontoons moored on piles.
The outer pontoon, 40m (131ft) long
x 5m (16ft) wide with an unladen
freeboard of 1.1m (4ft), enables easy
berthing and operation for the ferries.
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International Conference & Trade Exhibition

The Marinas21 International Conference and Trade Exhibition will be
held on Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th May at the Marriott Resort
on Queensland’s Gold Coast. The conference will bring together
300 – 400 participants comprising the region’s leading marina and
club operators, owners and vendors along with related government
agency representatives.

www.marinas21.com
24-25 May, 2021
Marriott Resort, Surfers Paradise, Queensland, Australia
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Rising to the challenges of COVID
By treating the restrictions imposed by COVID-19 in 2020 as a challenge, and focusing on reorganising several aspects
of its business, Italian company Ingemar was rewarded by positive financial results.

Particular attention was paid to three
aspects:
• Increasing work station space,
acquiring new space for storing
goods and implementing remote
working where practical.
• Defining exclusive licence agreements
with important international groups for
the manufacture of floating structures
in other countries, with Ingemar
providing design, direct supervision
and the contribution of strategic
supplies.
• Further development of the innovative
‘mobile construction sites’ which,
following success in Kuwait and the
Gulf of La Spezia, Italy, have made
it possible to shift the construction of
heavier and bulkier products away
from the factory.

130 tonnes. A
steel access dock
with concrete
and expanded
polystyrene floats
was also installed.
The
infrastructure
created about 140
berths including
52 for vessels up
to 40m (131ft),
distributed along
the breakwaters
and along the quay near the port.
The basin also contains three floating
piers for smaller vessels. Ingemar was
responsible for all the floating structures
and their anchoring systems, moorings
for the boats and the services.
The gigantic breakwater modules
were built in a ‘mobile construction site’
temporarily set up in Olbia and then
towed by sea to the installation site.
This proved to be not only a highly
practical solution but also enabled
Ingemar to establish close contact with
local contractors who could then help
solve any complex operational issues.

By implementing the above, two
major installations, one in Italy in La
Maddalena and the other in Dubai, UAE
have been completed.

Weather also played its part in
unexpectedly boosting the Ingemar
order book. As the new breakwaters
withstood a battering from storms, they
were being examined by a new potential
customer – Marina Cala dei Sardi in the
nearby Gulf of Cugnana. A new contract
for the supply of 14 breakwater modules
was subsequently confirmed.

Cala Balbiano

Dubai Harbour

The new tourist port of Cala Balbiano
is considered to be one of the key
elements of relaunching the tourist
industry on the island of La Maddalena
in northern Sardinia.
The project design was prepared
by two engineers, Andrea Ritossa of
MarTech and Giovanni Pileri of Studio
Pileri. It includes the construction
of two reinforced concrete barriers
with a total length of 140m (460ft)
constructed using six 20m (66ft) long
floating breakwaters, each weighing

Dubai Harbour Marina in Dubai, UAE is
the first project to be jointly undertaken
by Ingemar and its
licensee Overseas
AST and comprised
the supply of
pontoons, fingers and
floating breakwaters
with very high
displacement.

construction of a new mega marina with
1,400 berths and an innovative cruise
terminal capable of hosting large ships
and up to 6,000 passengers.
After an initial phase of defining
the technical characteristics of the
floating structures and local resources,
production of the modules began in
December 2019 in a construction
yard about 20km (12.4mi) from the
installation site. The floating docks are
of all-concrete type and characterised
by high displacement. The layout and
specific requirements for large yachts
required special design of numerous
elements but 220 custom designed
modules were nonetheless installed in
record time to give a total of 3,800m
(12,500ft) of mooring space.
Megayachts up to 60m (197ft)
long are moored directly on the new
floating docks inside the new marina
and special fingers are reserved for
gigayachts up to 120m (390ft) long,
mooring to buoys (with mooring blocks).
Lorenzo Isalberti, founder and
president of Ingemar, looks back: “2020
opened with many hopes and great
expectations but the COVID emergency
blocked everything and everyone
suddenly. Fortunately, our experience
in delocalising production allowed us to
safely stem many of the limits imposed
for the global contingency and closely
monitor geographical areas that boast
some of the highest development rates
in the world,” he noted. “Our original
‘mobile sites’, designed and tested
before the emergency, were the winning
card last year,” he added.
www.ingemar.it

The project to
enhance the city
waterfront includes the

Above: Infrastructure at Cala Balbiano on the island of La Maddalena in
Sardinia created around 140 berths. Right: All-concrete docks at Dubai
Harbour are specifically designed for very large yachts.
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Easy clip system sets new
composite standard
Portuguese company Soprefa continues to build the reputation of its
Twinwood brand with the launch of a new glass fibre reinforced product,
described as a “revolutionary concept” with regard to its clip installation.
The ground-breaking clipping and
structuring system makes installation
quicker and easier for professionals
and non-professionals alike, and
broadens the scope of the product for
DIY installation on terraces, porches,
verandas etc.
The glass fibre reinforcement also
enables installers to lengthen the
decking joists by up to 50cm (20in)
without the risk of bending or warping,
thus saving material and time.
Soprefa manufactures all of its
moulds for customised deck profiles

in house and is therefore able to offer
customers a competitive and diverse
range of solutions and geometries in
boards and bumpers. As products are
developed specifically for pontoons
and marinas, the company can
supply cut-to-size quality products
that offer exceptional resistance to all
threats encountered in the maritime
environment. The company can supply
pontoon and dock builders all over the
world with decking for newbuild and
refurbishment projects.
www.twinwood.info

Marina division opens
at Green Bay

Wisconsin-based Green Bay Decking has opened a dedicated National Dock
and Marina Division to give end-users a direct channel to its US-wide network
of dealers and distributors.
been searching for an
alternative to woodplastic-composite (WPC)
and PVC decking
materials, both of which
suffer from environmental
exposure,” Reinke adds.
“Our comprehensive
offerings answer the
extreme challenges of
the marine environment
not only with our bulletproof compound but also
with a unique product
line for each type of
marine application.”
The division provides product, sales
and installation information for the
As an example, he cites DuxxBak,
company’s composite decking brands,
no-drip-through-decking as perfect for
such as I Dekk, DuxxBak, Optima
covered docks and boat houses as
Deck and Indura Deck. Focus is on the
it allows the dock roof to double as a
unique composition of products that
sun deck, protecting the area below
are low-maintenance and well suited
from water and debris without the
to marine use. Division sales manager,
need for a secondary drainage system.
Jeremy Reinke, stresses “our unique
The ‘Classic Commercial Board’,
product composition, which contains no
meanwhile, is ideal for commercial
wood and no PVC, is exclusively ideal
applications with heavy traffic as,
for moisture-rich environments.”
although lightweight, it is able to span
joists at up to 24in (61cm) on centre.
“The marina industry – both
www.greenbaydecking.com
commercial and residential – has long
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Newark
expansion
survived timing
challenges

L to r: Jon Challis and James Wilkinson at
Newark Marina’s new 33-berth extension.
In response to an increased demand
for berthing, Inland and Coastal
Marina Systems (ICMS) designed
and manufactured a 33-berth
extension to the popular Newark
Marina on the River Trent in England.
The expansion was not without its
challenges.
Extensive flooding, buried vehicles
and the ongoing pandemic caused
disruption to managing director James
Wilkinson’s vision of a bright and
attractive expansion of the picturesque
inland marina. But, ironically, the onset
of COVID-19 and the subsequent
lockdown in March 2020, unlocked
the availability of important local earth
moving plant that enabled the team
to catch up on lost time, moving the
project forward.
Working closely with Wilkinson
and his team, ICMS ensured the new
standard leisure pontoon system, with
terracotta Glass Reinforced Concrete
decking, was available for delivery
as soon as the ground works were
complete.
“James had a very clear idea of what
he wanted to achieve with the marina
expansion, giving his berth holders
a very pleasant place to stay,” noted
ICMS sales manager Jon Challis.
“Disruptions to works due to flooding
and the coronavirus meant uncertainty
and installation dates moved as the
situation unfolded, but we kept in touch
throughout and were able to deliver as
soon as he was ready,” he added.
www.inlandandcoastal.com
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Better leisure facilities
for Lake Wylie
York County in South Carolina, USA, undertook a two-year plan to renovate
Ebenezer Park in Rock Hill on the 13,433 acre (5,440 ha) Lake Wylie, which
borders North and South Carolina.
Finalised in November 2020, the
project includes a protected beach and
swim area ringed by a semi-circular

fishing pier; a new kayak and canoe
launch; and an enlarged floating dock
offering extra boat slips.

The floating dock was constructed
by CMI, which used GatorDock
aluminium framing and aluminium
decking. CMI engineers partnered with
marine engineering firm Jon Guerry
Taylor & Associates, and Leitner
Construction was the lead contractor
on the project.
The first phase involved the design
of the 10,000ft (3,048m) fixed fishing
pier, which features five covered
fishing platforms that face away from
the swimming area. The Gator frames,
which have high strength to weight ratio
and can span long distances, were
used to shape the pier. A composite
wood material was used for the
decking.
Phase two focused on building
the canoe and kayak launch, which
comprises an 8ft (2.4m) x 54ft (16m)
pontoon float and a 15ft (4.5m) x 30ft
(9m) full float and submerged platform.
The remainder of the renovation
involved extending an existing
GatorDock structure. The main addition
was an 8ft (2.4m) x 56ft (17m) dock
with two 8ft (2.4m) x 30ft (9m) fingers
on pontoon floats. The floating docks
and kayak launch all have slip-resistant
aluminium decking.
www.cmilc.com

New product, new partner
Dura Composites of the UK started 2021 with two special highlights: an
exciting new product and a new distribution partner.
The new product, Dura Deck Flip
(right), is an aptly named refreshing
concept that gives deck owners varied
aesthetic options. It uses colours
from the company’s Resist range and
combines them into a single decking
profile to enable the user to experiment
with two colours in one design or to ‘flip’
the deck at a later date for a whole new
look. Three colour combinations are
offered: pebble grey/weathered cedar;
ipe/mahogany; and larch/red cedar.
Designed to deliver a natural timber
look, the decking is produced using
a co-extrusion process where a 360°
outer armour is used to protect the
core of the deck from the elements. As
a result, it is fire resistant to Class C,
colour fade and stain resistant, strength
load resistant and highly slip resistant.
It is available in 3.6m (12ft) lengths, is
easy to install, has a 15 year warranty
and never requires painting or treating.

All Dura Composites’ products
enjoy wide distribution and this is set
to continue with a newly appointed
partner, Sea Gulf Industrial Supplies,
further expanding market reach in the
United Arab Emirates.
Dura Composites international
distribution business development
manager, Paul Fletcher, says the new
collaboration is the latest in a series of
major developments for the company,
which won a second Queen’s Award for
Enterprise last year.
“Despite the challenges of COVID-19,
we have continued to see growth in the
Middle East region and have sought to
provide a wider choice of distributors
who are true experts in their fields,” he
says.
Sea Gulf director Stephen Cooper
says Sea Gulf is delighted to
have entered into the partnership.
“We’ve been very impressed by the
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technological advantages of Dura
Composites’ product range, especially
their new d² Dura Grating series, which
we see as a game-changer,” he notes.
The d² Dura Grating series is
described as a complete reinvention of
GRP floor grating, offering outstanding
safety, performance and durability in
comparison with previous generation
products. It has a Class B fire rating in
accordance with BS EN 13501-1 and
its advanced anti-slip surface is tested
to over one million footfalls.
www.duracomposites.com
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EcoPile: A ‘forever’ solution
EcoPile installed in Jacksonville, Florida.
which help to make sure it doesn’t
fade or get brittle after decades of
sun exposure. This capstock is also
filled with ‘impact modifiers’, which
allow the EcoPile to take a significant
blow without breaking. This allows
contractors to use regular wood pile
driving equipment during installation –
and also makes the piling very forgiving
when boats bump into it.
The piling is able to bend much
further than wood without snapping and
contains specialised ‘grooved retention
rings’ on the bottom that help lock the
piling into the ground. “Our tests have
shown it takes more than twice as
much force to uproot an EcoPile versus
a standard wood pole – and ours is
only half the weight!” Porter says.
As the vice president of sales of a small, family-owned business, Shoreline
Plastics’ Austin Porter wears many hats. Over the past few years, one of these
has been to help develop the EcoPile – a fully composite piling that lasts
“forever” and is designed to replace traditional wood pilings.
Porter has been with the product
from its initial conception, from building
the tools and equipment to produce it
to working with contractors on projects
to see how it performs in real-world
applications. The final design has
been in service for just over a year
and has performed exceptionally well.
“It’s proved to be lighter and easier for
contractors to use, very cost-effective
when compared to other composite
Below left: mooring solution combining
EcoPile composite piling with WearDeck
composite dock boards. Below right:
EcoPile in profile reveals the webbing
structure that gives it extra strength.

piling options and environmentallyfriendly,” Porter says.
Until recently, few products have
rivalled wood’s strength and longevity.
But with regulations around the world
outlawing the use of the preservative
Creosote, traditional wood pilings
“simply don’t hold up like they used
to,” says Porter. Additionally, the speed
at which wood is grown makes it
less dense, shortening its useful life.
Cleaner waters, too, play their part,
allowing marine boring organisms to
flourish. “Some hot spots in Florida see
wood pilings fail in as few as five years,
with most places averaging around
10-15 years. That’s about half
the lifespan you would get out
of a piling put in 20-30 years
ago.”
To combat this, every
aspect of the EcoPile has
been carefully designed to
increase its strength and
aesthetic appeal. Essentially
a PVC pipe, it has a glass
fibre, hexagram-shaped
webbing structure on the
inside, which makes it very
strong and allows cables to
run inside. The outer layer of
the EcoPile, or ‘capstock’, is
rich in UV and IR inhibitors,
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“Vinyl sheet piling has been around
for over 40 years and hasn’t been
affected at all. The oldest stuff out there
might have some sun damage, but
the technology to fix that problem has
come a long way in the past 40 years,”
Porter says. The EcoPile is the only
piling on the market to come with a 25year warranty, but it should last over a
hundred years, the company says.

Successes so far
Several marinas have now been built
from scratch using the EcoPile, or new
sections have been added to existing
ones. Some of these are in Pensacola,
Florida, which was hit by the category
2 hurricane Sally in September last
year. The hurricane wiped out most
marinas in the area, but not a single
EcoPile of over a thousand installed in
the area was lost. “The owner of three
marinas in the area told us the only
thing that survived was the newest
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EcoPile is easy to transport (left) and
versatile in application (below).
or lighter commercial use, but both
markets have now received the EcoPile.
“It is really worth the extra 5-10%
upfront cost to have a foundation that
will last you forever. You can change
the deck boards later on but, if the
foundation goes, there is really nothing
you can do. With chemical treatments
becoming less effective and the borers
only getting worse, building a dock on
wooden pilings is like building a house
with a wood foundation right in the
middle of a termite field. The EcoPile
will cost you a little more upfront but
the cost over the lifespan of the dock/
marina will be greatly reduced.”
section he had put in, built using the
EcoPile,” says Porter. “Needless to say,
he is rebuilding his other marinas with
EcoPile.”
“We have completed several smaller
residential projects with this ‘forever
dock’ system,” says Porter, “but we’re
just now breaking ground on a very
large marina in Grand Abaco island
in the Bahamas.” Grand Abaco was
completely wiped out by the category 5
hurricane Dorian in 2019. In selecting
EcoPile to replace the lost marina,
“the marina owner wanted to build
a maintenance-free system with
traditional looks – and it should stand
a much better chance at surviving the
next large storm,” says Porter.
Another marina management
company has committed to rebuilding
all its new marinas with the EcoPile.
It has developed its own system for
installation that makes it much quicker
and easier to get the job done. “They
bring in 40ft (12m) prefabricated
walkways, hold them out with a
temporary jig and drive the piling right
through the walkway. They are able to
build several slips, with lifts, in a fraction
of the time they would have if they did it
the normal way.”

one hundred 55 gallon drums of copper
chrome arsenate (CCA) enters the
waterway every day in just Florida
alone. Several studies have shown
how deleterious this chemical is for
the marine ecosystem, Porter says.
But EcoPile’s compounds are National
Sanitation Foundation (NSF)-approved,
meaning they do not leach into the
water.

Cost competitive
Switching from wood piles to the
EcoPile will typically increase the
overall cost of a job by only around
10%, with the added benefit that marina
owners will never have to change the
foundation of the structure again. Yet,
compared to other composites on the
market, the EcoPile is considerably
cheaper, Porter claims, at around half
the price of a comparable glass fibre
piling. Other synthetic systems are
typically too expensive for residential

Shoreline Plastics works in tandem
with another company based in Ocala,
Florida called WearDeck, which makes
a speciality composite deck board that
has a glass fibre mesh pultruded in
the product. This makes the boards
very stiff – comparable to wood. “By
combining their composite boards with
our composite piling, we can make
a dock that looks like a traditional
wooden dock, but is 100% composite
and should last virtually forever,” Porter
adds.
“To date, every contractor that has
used the EcoPile has had nothing but
great things to say about it and has
tried to convert all their future projects
to it. It’s a newer product, but the
feedback has been overwhelmingly
positive and vinyl sheet piling has really
paved the way for the EcoPile to be
accepted without any pushback.”
www.shorelineplastics.com

Saving trees
The EcoPile is the ideal solution for
the environmentally-conscious marina
owner because the majority of its
plastic components are recycled.
Each 30ft (9m) EcoPile uses around
250lbs (113kg) of recycled plastics.
“For each EcoPile, you are also saving
not just one tree from being cut down,
but several over the useful life of the
product,” says Porter.
EcoPile estimates that more than
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ICOMIA

2019 Statistics

Transporter moves
bigger boats
Norseman Boatyard on the Miami River, Florida has installed a 132,000lb
(60,000kg) capacity Marine Travelift TM60 self-propelled transporter. The
machine has been customised with hydraulic lifting pads and lightweight
aluminium keel beams for transporting a wide variety of boats.
The TM 60 joins a 100 BFMII mobile
boat hoist already on-site. They will
work in tandem to significantly increase
vessel storage efficiency.
Three years ago, Norseman Boatyard
president Marty Martell began to look
for the best way to move and store
a greater number of boats within his
existing facility. “With the addition of the
Marine Travelift TM60 self-propelled
transporter, we are now able to get 60ft
[18m] vessels in the warehouse, which is
important to us because previously the
largest vessel we could get in was 40ft

[12m]. It has changed how we are able
to do business,” he says. “We love the
many aspects of the TM60, including the
four-wheel steering. It allows us to easily
manoeuvre vessels into confining spaces
and block a greater number of vessels.”
“I have never driven heavy machinery
before but, with training, I now drive
the TM60 a few times a week. It is an
amazing machine that has allowed us
much more flexibility in our yard,” he
adds.
www.marinetravelift.com
www.norsemanshipbuilding.com

The International Council of Marine
Industry Associations (ICOMIA)
has released the latest edition of
its Recreational Boating Industry
Statistics.
The book, as the only product of
its kind, provides a wealth of industry
intelligence in one useful reference
document. ICOMIA statistics are
used extensively within the industry,
especially by those interested in
investing or seeking to work within
certain sectors.
2020 was an unprecedented year
and, although the book features data
from 2019, extensive work has been
put into the market overview to highlight
the impact of COVID-19 on the industry
in 15 countries, following interviews
conducted with leading marine
industry associations around the world.
This, of course, is a snapshot (as of
October 2020). The industry sentiment
in individual countries continues to
change and adapt to customer demand
and lockdowns, and the reduced ability
to hold much-needed boat shows.
Highlights for the 2019 edition also
include new data on the number of
charter businesses across different
countries and more detailed data on
boating facilities provided by members
of the ICOMIA Marinas Group,
including number of berths/slips,
moorings and boat storage alternatives
in marinas in 24 countries.
The ICOMIA Statistics Book 2019 is
available from the ICOMIA website for
€830. ICOMIA members receive a 50%
discount.
www.icomia.org

Are you looking for increased proﬁts and
operational efﬁciency? Book your demo today.

Pacsoft’s fully featured software can bring greater clarity to many
of your day-to-day business functions...www.pacsoftmms.com
Pacsoft Marina World Ad_Jan_20_Quarter Pg.indd 1
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Lifetime
service
recognised

Group expands with
dredger investment
The Harbour Management Division of The Marine Group, owner/operator
of four coastal marinas and other properties in Wales, has expanded its
dredging capabilities by purchasing a bespoke water injection dredger, CMS
Seaka (above).
Carmarthenshire coast.
The move follows the successful
deployment of CMS Innovation, which
While not working at the group’s
prompted the company to develop
marinas around Wales, Seaka will be
a more powerful and highly efficient
able to provide cost effective solutions
machine that adopts the same
for dredging to other customers. The
environmentally friendly water injection
vessel can be transported to site via
technology.
road in one piece, allowing the team to
start work within 30 minutes of being in
The Marine Group purchased CMS
the water.
Seaka as a multicat in 2018. It was then
Seaka’s size allows marinas and
comprehensively redesigned by OSDports to remain fully operational while
IMT and rebuilt by the original builders,
dredging is undertaken. And, as she
GRA, and The Marine Group’s own
can reach a maximum depth of 8.5m
in-house team of engineers, Cardiff
(28ft), she will be one of the most
Diesel Services. The new design allows
efficient water injection dredgers in
the team to dredge more efficiently
Wales, and ideal for marinas and
and in higher volumes than in previous
smaller ports where traditional dredging
operations.
is uneconomic.
The commission of Seaka is part
While 2020 was a difficult year for a
of the group’s ongoing commitment
lot of Welsh businesses, The Marine
to the evolution and development of
Group continued its path of expansion,
Burry Port Marina. While water injection
investment and diversification.
dredging has continually been used
In addition to investing in Seaka,
to develop channels and berths in
the business expanded to offer
the marina, Seaka will accelerate
hydrographic surveying and harbour
the process of taking Burry Port from
management consultancy services.
a forgotten sailing destination back
www.themarinegroup.co.uk
to its rightful place as a jewel of the
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Andrew Chapman (centre) presented the
awards to Jeff d’Albora (right) and Trish
McAndrew, who accepted on behalf of her
late husband Ian.
The Australia-based Marina
Industries Association (MIA) has
recognised Jeff d’Albora and
Ian McAndrew (posthumously)
as recipients of the first Lifetime
Achievement Awards.
Collectively, Jeff d’Albora and Ian
McAndrew provided 70 years of
service to the marina and wider marine
industries in Australia and both made
a significant contribution to industry
development on the international stage.
The MIA established the award in
2019 to recognise individuals who
have been major contributors to the
marina industry over an extended
period of time and for a majority of their
professional life.
In announcing these first winners,
MIA president Andrew Chapman said
“the bar for this award is now set at
a very high level.” He spoke of the
commitment, dedication and industry
leadership provided by both recipients,
their instrumental work in laying the
foundations of the MIA and their
entrepreneurial spirit and business
achievements. He expressed great
regret at being unable to present the
award to Ian McAndrew, who sadly
passed away in June 2020.
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NEW Dura Deck
Flip for Marinas

®

Weathered Cedar
/ Pebble Grey

Mahogany / IPE

This stunning product takes the colours from our Resist
range and combines them into one single decking
board profile so you can experiment with two colours
in one design, or ‘flip’ your deck at a later date for
a whole new look.
Tel: +44 (0)1255 440297
Email: info@duracomposites.com
www.duracomposites.com
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Cedar

2
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French project boosts
connectivity
Having come to the end of a period of development, renovation and the
introduction of new products, port of Sète-Sud in France is now looking at its
connectivity.
A strategic Psamides award-winning
project for 2021-2025 has been
devised to support the sustainable
growth and economic development
of marinas by introducing innovative
solutions, particularly in management
of tourist flow, sustainable management
of resources and equipment and
adaptation of services to meet new
customer requirements.
Various solutions have been selected
to help marinas meet the challenges of
digital and ecological transition. They
will be tested in four partner ports:
the port authorities of Sète-Sud; the
Balearic Islands (Spain); the Generalitat
of Catalonia (Spain); and Heraklion
(Greece).
Port de Sète has chosen to integrate
the Falco digital solution, which uses

Internet of Things (IoT) technology
developed by researchers at INRIA,
a public research institute in Paris.
Through the installation of smart,
connected sensors, combined with a
user app, the solution allows the port
to offer new services to recreational
boaters and improve environmental
management and safety on the water.
The deployment of the network and
sensors was finalised in November
2020. By equipping its entire main basin
(484 moorings) with this technology,
Port de Sète claims to be the first
connected port in Europe.
“Given the strategic remit of our
project, we naturally chose to work
with the Falco solution, a dynamic
start-up based on innovative, reliable
technology,” says director Fabien

Vacuum system with
smart monitoring
The entire complex at Sandy Lane Yacht Club in Canouan in the Grenadines
has been equipped with a Flovac designed and installed vacuum sewerage
system.
The project, which took around two
years to complete, covers the 120berth marina (with its 24 superyacht
berths), a commercial area, hotels and
a residential area of luxury villas. A
2.5km (1.5mi) long sewage network,
a vacuum station and a reclaimed
water treatment plant were installed.
The station and plant were supplied
in plug and play containers due to the
difficulties of undertaking the project on
a small island.
Sandy Lane is now the first marina
in the Caribbean to have a vacuum
sanitation system and has now invested
in Flovatronic, Flovac’s monitoring
system, to manage and supervise the
installation.
Flovatronic, designed and developed

by Flovac, is smart software that
monitors all aspects of vacuum
sewerage systems. Its main feature is
to identify any issues in the network,
such as infiltration, blockage or failure.
The technology allows operators to
control any installation from either the
vacuum station, the control centre or
the headquarters, on any device with
connection to the internet anywhere
on the planet. The control can easily
be adapted to both new and existing
systems.

Luais. “This connected tool will be the
cornerstone of our port of tomorrow,
which will enable us to increase our
quality of service as well as develop
new services that meet our customers’
expectations.”
www.sete.port.fr & www.wefalco.fr
inflow or infiltration into the system,
monitoring the vacuum pressure and
identifying the location of breaks or
leaks in the vacuum main

•

Vacuum Valves: monitoring the
opening and closing of the valves,
recording the open time and keeping
track of the air/liquid ratio

Flovac will also integrate Flovatronic
to the resort’s Building Management
System (BMS) in order to keep up with
the status of all buildings.
www.flovac.es

Monitoring takes place in three main
sections:
• Vacuum Pump Station: monitoring
mechanical and electrical equipment
and tracking energy consumption
• Vacuum Network: detecting any
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MORE THAN 250,000m2 INSTALLED!

THE SAFE, COMPACT, SELF-PROPELLED
SUBMERSIBLE BOAT CARRIAGE

One man can easily and safely do dry docking and launching of sailing
and motor boats on ramps and slipways with a SUBLIFT. Typical usage is
docking for fast service, cleaning of hulls and for winter season storage.

1

12-90
ton

sales@sublift.se | www.sublift.se

*Oxidative Induction Time

There’s a whole
new global audience
out there...

There’s a new audience of thousands who visit marinaworld.com.
Add this important online readership to your audience!
Book advertising in all seven issues of Marina World
magazine and enjoy a free advertisement all year round on our
home page.
Contact Julia Hallam for details.
juliahallam@marinaworld.co.uk
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Companies unite as
‘Waterfront Brands’

Further to the acquisition of Neptune Boat Lifts, announced in early December
2020, ShoreMaster/HydroHoist has rebranded its portfolio under the umbrella
title of Waterfront Brands.
decades of experience from our teams
The company claims to offer the
to continue to provide the industry’s
most comprehensive suite of waterfront
highest quality products matched
products for fresh and salt water in
with unparalleled
North America. Invision Capital remains
service and
an equity partner and the company
support,” Hurley
looks to continue its expansion in North
said. “In addition
American markets.
to assembling the
Don Hurley, current president/CEO
most influential
of ShoreMaster, is named CEO of
portfolio of
Waterfront Brands and will oversee
waterfront products
the executive team as well as the
in the world,
infrastructure of all brands. These
Waterfront Brands’
include: ShoreMaster; HydroHoist;
Neptune Boat Lifts; Rhino Marine
Neptune Boat Lift
Systems; PolyDock Products;
products, designed
ShoreMaster Fabrics; Rotomold USA;
for salt water use, are
and HyPower.
now part of the broad
Waterfront Brands
“Together, under the Waterfront
portfolio.
Brands umbrella, we will draw on

vertical operational platform has
been designed for growth. This will
enable expansion into new markets
as well as provide further support and
opportunities for our existing dealers,
marine contractors and marinas.”
The leadership team will be rounded
out with an experienced team from
within the existing brands, and most
product lines, including ShoreMaster,
HydroHoist and Neptune Boat Lifts, will
retain their brand names.
www.waterfrontbrands.com

Emission-free boat moving
Dutch boat handling specialist Roodberg has introduced E-Axle, a unique electrical powered pulling vehicle for boat
trailers.
The product is first and foremost an
environment friendly solution to boat

moving, with no emissions and no
noise. It is suitable for use on slopes

as well as flat terrain and can be
manoeuvred with ease, even in tight
spaces, by remote control.
Like other equipment in the Roodberg
range, the E-Axle is manufactured
in-house to stringent standards and
can be customised to suit specific
requirements. Capacity ranges up to 80
tons. www.roodberg.com

Pieter
Janssen
Pieter
Janssen
has joined
Roodberg
as head
of sales.
Previously
general
manager at a shipyard, he is
very familiar with boat handling
systems and operations and has a
keen knowledge of boating.
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Golden Manufacturing, USA 18 & 19
Hazelett Marine, USA
24
ICOMIA World
Marina Conference, Dubai
27
Ingemar, Italy
12
Inmare, Italy
46
Lindley, Portugal
32
Livart Marine, China
50
Marex, Croatia
48
Marina Master by IRM, Slovenia
54
Marina Projects, UK
28
MarinaGo by
Scribble Software, USA
32
Marinas21, Australia
40
Marinetek, Finland
4
Metstrade 2021, Netherlands
16
PDN Engineering, Italy
42
Pacsoft, New Zealand
51
PierPump by Vogelsang, Germany 8
Raviv Consulting Engineers, Israel 46
Rolec Services, UK
22
Ronautica, Spain
34
Roodberg - a brand of Frisian
Industries, Netherlands
44
SF Marina System, Sweden
2
Seaflex, Sweden
6
Seijsener, Netherlands
44
Skimmit.eco, USA
50
Superior Group, Australia
54
Superior Modular Dock:
Sponsored Feature, Australia 14 & 15
Swedeship Sublift, Sweden
56
TIVA Building Products, Canada
50
ThruFlow, Canada
46
Titan Deck, USA
48
Twinwood by Soprefa, Portugal
56
Walcon Marine, UK
28
Wiggins Lift Co, USA
48

58

Pump-out made easy
Clean and disruption-free wastewater pump-out facilities are becoming an
increasingly important criterion for boat owners when selecting a marina.
The PierPump disposal station from German company Vogelsang not only
continues to prove itself in the marina sector but also helps drive the trend
towards responsible boating.
Gerard Schermer, marina manager
at Stichting Yachthafens Wartena in
the Netherlands, has found that if
the wastewater station is simple to
use, it will actually be used. “Since
we installed PierPump, the use of the
wastewater station at our marina has
increased significantly,” he confirms.
The self-service process is as easy
as filling up at a petrol pump, and the
station is both environmentally and
user friendly. The boat owner pre-pays
via card reader or coin counter and
connects up via universal connections
that are guaranteed to fit all types of
vessel. If optional heating elements are
incorporated, the pump even works
smoothly at sub-zero temperatures.
Various designs are available. The
PierPump S160 collects wastewater
quickly and effectively even if it contains
foreign matter; PierPump SB160 also
pumps out bilge water; and PierPump
Easy offers marina operators an
economical and basic option.
Key features include a quality pump,
a sensible footprint and casing material
options:

•

•

•

The Vogelsang rotary lobe pump,
which sits at the heart of all of the
systems, has elastomer-coated lobes
to make it resistant to dry-running
and foreign bodies. It pumps the fluid
and guides it directly into the marina’s
sewer system.
Compact design requires only
minimal space. The PierPump S160,
for example, is 1m (3.4ft) high and
requires a footprint of just 0.5m²
(5.4ft²).
The PierPump’s stainless steel
housing, available in V2A or with
salt water-resistant C5-M coating,
effectively resists the effects of
weather.

Additional optional features are
available, such as a time-relay control
for cycling the usage duration or
an operating hours counter. The
QuickService concept is another
advantage; all worn parts can be
replaced very quickly without removing
the pump. And any help is always close
to hand – via Vogelsang’s network of 25
subsidiaries and representative offices.
www.vogelsang.info
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Gulf Star Marina

The World’s First Fully Automated
Dry-Stack Marina is Now Open!
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Talk to an ASAR expert today!

(239) 334-8800

asar-marine.com

@asarmarine

ASAR

asarmarine

Reliable Power
When You Need It.

Packed with the features you need,
Eaton power pedestals and distribution
equipment are the most innovative in the industry. They
provide electrical power wherever you need it and are
ﬂexible enough to adjust to your speciﬁc requirements.
Marinas all over North America depend on Eaton to deliver
electrical power. You can, too.
We offer all our customers a
complimentary marina electrical
design service.

Eaton Marina
Power & Lighting

TM

1-800-723-8009
www.marinapower.com
w w w.eaton.com
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